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CEFF Implementation in 
Policy Development



CEFF Implementation in Policy Development:
Instream flow recommendations (CDFW) Identify priority 

streams

Evaluate existing 
data or 

information 

Develop study plan 
and baseline 

information (e.g., 
watershed criteria 

report)

If needed, conduct 
site-specific study 
(e.g., Redwood)
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Develop draft flow 
recommendations

Incorporate existing 
site-specific 
information

Public input

Finalize flow recommendations

CDFW’s science-based, 
non-regulatory process
CEFF Sections A & B only

Identify ecological flow criteria using 
natural functional flows

A1: Define 
ecological 
management goals

B5: Develop detailed conceptual 
model relating focal functional flow 
components to ecological 
management goals

Develop ecological flow criteria for 
each flow component requiring 
additional consideration (B7)

A3: Evaluate if non-flow factors may 
affect the ability of natural ranges of 
functional flow metrics to achieve 
ecological management goals

B6: Quantify flow-ecology 
relationships

Produce flow criteria

Ecological Flow Regimes for CEFF



C10: Evaluate management 
scenarios and assess tradeoffs

C12: Develop implementation plan

C11: Define environmental flow 
recommendations

Develop environmental 
flow recommendations

Define additional 
beneficial uses and 
management goals

DevelopTools and 
Analysis to Support 
Tradeoff Analysis

Develop Flow 
Alternatives  and Conduct 

Impact Analysis

Implementation and 
Adaptive Management

 Plans
Performance Measures Monitoring Requirements

Comments from 
Stakeholders& 

Workshops

Draft Policy + 
Flow Objectives

Final Policy + Flow 
Objectives 

+Compliance Plan

Scientific Basis 
Report and CEQA

Comments from 
Stakeholders& 

Workshops

Ecological Flow Regime received from:
✓ CDFW
✓ Water Board
✓ Stakeholders

CEFF Implementation in Policy Development:
Flow Policy and Objectives (SWRCB; Section C only)



CEFF Implementation in 
Planning Studies



CEFF Implementation in Planning

✓ Integrated Water Resource Management Plans
✓ Special Area Management Plans
✓ Enhanced Watershed Management Plans
✓ Water Quality Improvement Plans

Identify ecological flow criteria using 
natural functional flows

A1: Define 
ecological 
management goals

B5: Develop detailed conceptual model 
relating focal functional flow components to 
ecological management goals

Develop ecological flow criteria for each flow 
component requiring additional 
consideration 

A3: Evaluate if non-flow factors may 
affect the ability of natural ranges of 
functional flow metrics to achieve 
ecological management goals

B6: Quantify flow-ecology 
relationships

B7: Define ecological flow 
criteria for focal functional 
flow components

C9: Assess flow alteration

C10:  Evaluate management 
scenarios and assess tradeoffs

C12: Develop implementation 
plan

C11: Define environmental flow 
recommendations

May need to refine or revise 
through permitting process

CEFF STEPSAGENCY PROCESSOTHER STUDIES/INFO

Science

Policy

Prioritize flow effects vs. 
other stressors
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